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A Message From the President 

Hello Friends and Colleagues, 
 
I hope this newsletter finds you well, dry, and 
still excited for Summer Reading!  
 
Our Sections annual 44th annual YSS Spring 
Conference, ―Through the Looking Glass‖, was 

just three short weeks ago. It was a great learning         
opportunity for all who were able to attend. I was really   
inspired by the Keynote Speaker, Dr. Kimberly Parker 
(@TchKimPossible).  
 
Dr. Parker spoke about diversity: in children's books, in    
libraries, and in library programming. She talked about the 
advocacy of Dr. Robin DiAngelo and Marley Dias, the     
Children of the Glades book reviews (@OfGlades), and so 
much more.  My main takeaway from Dr. Parkers speech 
was “Do Something Different!” If something is not     
working or things are done a certain way only because ―it 
has always been done it that way‖ don‘t be afraid to ―do     
something different‖ to get different results or a better       
outcome. Since I‘ve been back from the conference I‘ve 
shared ideas with my library‘s diversity committee, my 
staff, and our HR department about how we can change to 
increase diversity in our library and in our programs. What 
can you do differently at your library to spread awareness 
of diversity and inclusion? 
 
We also held the 29th annual Past Presidents Dinner and 
celebrated the 1st Empowerment, Advocacy, and         
Leadership Academy (EALA) cohort completion, which     
included student presentations and a certificate ceremony. 
On Thursday afternoon, the board had the good fortune to 
see the EALA student presentations. We learned what they 
learned at the academy and how they implemented it in 
their libraries and communities. They weren‘t afraid to Do 
Something Different to make changes!  
 
Later that night, the board attended the Past Presidents 
Dinner. This annual event for library folk attending the   
conference is a great opportunity to mingle with other YSS 

 



members, have a nice meal, and meet some of our sections wonderful past presidents. Please 
consider attending at a future conference such as during next year‗s Spring Conference in the      
Thousand Islands town of Clayton on Friday, May 15th. I‘ve been assured this destination is 
not to be missed!  
 
Do you want to take your professional development to the next level so that you too can Do 
Something Different? If you said YES, then you should consider signing up for the second 
cohort of the YSS Empowerment, Advocacy, and Leadership Academy! This 7-month program 
is designed for youth service providers who are interested in developing their leadership skills 
for personal and professional advancement. The academy will consist of three full-day in-
person workshops and four live webinars. Participants earn 24 hours of continuing education 
credit. The Stephanie Squicciarini Memorial Scholarship is available to fund the EALA costs of 
one deserving candidate. Applicants must be members of NYLA/YSS and be a current         
employee of a school or public library in New York State. Registration for the EALA starts June 
1st. Visit the NYLA Continuing Education Page for more details.  
 
Lastly, your YSS board and the SSL (Section of School Librarians) board both approved the 
formation of the Youth Advocacy Committee. The charge of the committee is ―To evolve a 
strong and results-oriented partnership in advocacy for the value of robust library service for 
youth.‖ This committee will look for ways for our sections to Do Something Different where 
our advocacy efforts are concerned and will act under the direction of YSS/SSL NYLA Legisla-
tive Committee Liaisons, Mary Fellows and Jill Leinung. I look forward to finding out more 
about their work and helping them to further our sections missions of supporting youth         
librarians, libraries, and students all across NY.    
 
I hope you all enjoy your summer, take time to relax with a good book (at least once), and     
remember if something's not working don‘t be afraid to Do Something Different!  
 
Lisa Neuman 

YSS President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continuing Education 

Interested in growing in your profession and learning something new?     

Checkout our YSS Archived Webinars! Also look for a Staff Training for New         

Librarians webinar in the fall. 

https://www.nyla.org/max/4DCGI/cms/review.html?Action=CMS_Document&DocID=2484&MenuKey=career
https://www.nyla.org/max/4DCGI/cms/review.html?Action=CMS_Document&DocID=49&Time=-2076068250&MenuKey=career
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On Friday April 26, 2019, the Youth Services Section of the 

New York Library Association presented their Annual Spring 

Conference -- ―Through The Looking Glass: Reflecting and     

Responding to An Ever-Changing World.‖ It was held at The 

DoubleTree Hilton Hotel in Tarrytown, NY and chaired by Liz 

Anastasi, Youth Services Librarian at Greenburgh Public        

Library. 

Over 190 conference attendees, vendors, and presenters    

started their day off right with an inspiring keynote from Dr. 

Kimberly Parker, educator and  literacy advocate. Attendees   

also enjoyed informative workshops throughout the day and 

a thought provoking lunch with Susan Kuklin, author of many books including We Are Here To 

Stay: Voices of Undocumented Young Adults and Beyond Magenta: Transgender Teens Speak 

Out. 

The 2019 Diaper Drive Service Project was a big success! We received dozens of diapers which 

were donated to Westchester County Diaper Bank. 

Be sure to check out the YSS Conference Archive for digital copies of presenter‘s handouts and 

presentations. 

Liz Anastasi 

3rd Year Director 

 

NYLA Youth Services Section 2019 Spring Conference Review 

https://www.nyla.org/max/4DCGI/cms/review.html?Action=CMS_Document&DocID=1610&MenuKey=yss


Pied Piper Award Winner 2019 

We are excited to announce that the Pied Piper Committee 
has selected Krystina Dippel of the Victor Farmington     
Library as the 2019 winner of the YSS Pied Piper Award for 
her program "Preschool Discovery Lab!"   
 
This outstanding program offers young children a series of 
enrichment activities designed to immediately follow      
traditional storytimes.  Each Preschool Discovery Lab has 
several age-appropriate stations all related to a central 
theme, and includes sensory activities, alphabet/number activities, process art, building       
activities, and science activities.  
 
You can easily replicate the Preschool Discovery Lab in your library! Krystina has provided 
clear instructions and a rich list of resources, accessible on the Pied Piper webpage.  You will 
also find links to previous year‘s winners, a wonderful way to get inspired! These, too, are   
easily replicated. 
 
And don‘t forget, you could be next year‘s winner with one of your fabulous programs!  The 
entry form for the 2020 Award is also available on the website.  The winner receives a $200 
Barnes & Noble gift card, so submit your entry by December 1, 2019.  Congratulations,    
Krystina, and thank you to all the Youth Services librarians who submitted their top-notch   
programs! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ann-Marie Helldorfer, Pied Piper Award Committee Chair 
Jessica Gordon, 3rd Year 
Lyla Grills, 1st Year 
 

Marketing Committee 

 
Help us grow our Pinterest page and gear up for summer reading!  
 
The Marketing Committee would love to hear and share what your Library is doing this      
summer! Send your content to Lindsay, marketing chair, at jankovitzl@gmail.com, to help us 
grow YSS‘s Pinterest page and to be featured on our social media. As each community is 
unique, this is a great way to share successes with peers and to see what is happening around 
New York State! 
 
Having trouble creating flyers or not sure where to begin? The Marketing Committee has     
created two flyer templates in Microsoft Word and Canva that can help you get started. Flyer    
templates can be accessed by emailing Lindsay. 
 
Don‘t miss out on important announcements, daily tips, ideas, resources, and articles all       
related to Youth Services. Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Pinterest!  
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Spring Conference Scholarship Award Winners 

The purpose of the Spring Conference Scholarship Award is to encourage continuing education 
in the field of library youth services. Two awards are given annually: one to a veteran librarian 
and the other to a newer member of our profession. The scholarship is designed to cover     
registration fees and up to $250 reimbursement for hotel charges, meals, and transportation 
costs for attending the Youth Services Section‘s Spring Conference. Kaitlin Brand and Lauren 
Strong are this year‘s Spring Conference Scholarship winners.   

Lauren Strong: Youth Services Coordinator-Riverhead Free Library 

Lauren has made outreach to her community a priority with her mobile programming in 
schools.  She encourages youth to have involvement in the library and in their community with 
her Study Buddies program.  Lauren has made it her goal to work alongside the school to    
provide services to youth. 

Kaitlin Brand: Young Adult Librarian-Smithtown Library 

As the sole librarian of her department, Kaitlin has implemented a variety of programs for 
teens. Several of these programs take the teens outside of the walls of the library and into the 
community. Kaitlin has a lot of pride in her library and community and it shows in the         
programs she offers to youth. 

 

Stephanie Squicciarini Memorial Scholarship  

Stephanie Squicciarini, MLS, became a shining star in the field of 
teen services through her involvement in professional associations 
and as the Founder and President of the Greater Rochester Teen 
Book Festival (TBF). For seventeen years, Stephanie was the Teen 
Services Librarian at the Fairport (NY) Public Library. Her name 
was at the end of reviews in Kliatt and School Library Journal. She 
loved her work, sharing the joy of reading with teens, and in turn, 
inspired her peers to also provide outstanding library services to 
adolescents.  

Apply today for the NYLA YSS Stephanie Squicciarini Memorial 
Scholarship for the 2019-2020 NYLA YSS Empowerment, Advocacy, 
and Leadership Academy. The scholarship is designed to cover the 
tuition for the academy, $349. Don't delay -- the deadline for the 
application is July 1, 2019.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer 2019 YSS Newsletter 

https://www.nyla.org/max/4DCGI/cms/review.html?Action=CMS_Document&DocID=921&MenuKey=yss
https://www.nyla.org/max/4DCGI/cms/review.html?Action=CMS_Document&DocID=921&MenuKey=yss


 Empowerment, Advocacy, and Leadership Academy 

YSS has completed its first year of the Empowerment, Advocacy, and Leadership Academy 
(EALA).  We would like to congratulate the 20 youth services providers who successfully    
completed the academy this past April 2019 with an array of creative final projects and NYLA 
eBulletin articles, which NYLA members will be able to read in the upcoming months.   

YSS is proud to present a second year of the Empowerment, Advocacy and Leadership     
Academy.  Registration for next year‘s 2019-2020 workshop series will open on June 1, 2019.  
This eight month professional development course will begin in October 2019 and includes nine 
workshops and webinars with the final session to be held at next year‘s May 2019 YSS Spring 
Conference in Clayton, NY.  Attendees who complete the academy will receive 24 hours of CE 
credit for their involvement.  

Course subjects include: Leadership, The Community Experience, Marketing Your Library, 
Communication & Presentation Skills, Partnerships/Collaborations/ Relationships, Human     
Resources/Interviewing/ Management, Practical Planning & Design for Children‘s & Teen    
Spaces, Career Advancement/Mentoring Others/Team Building, Budget Planning & Financial 
Management.  

Attendees will come away with advocacy, leadership, financial management, and career       
advancement skills along with the opportunity to network with leaders in the field.  Visit the 
Empowerment, Advocacy and Leadership Academy page of the NYLA website for more         
information about this exciting opportunity for all Youth Service Professionals. 

YSS will also be offering one scholarship to cover the price of tuition for a YSS member. The 
Stephanie Squicciarini scholarship deadline is July 1, 2019 and all the information needed to 
qualify can be found on the NYLA website under the YSS Awards & Scholarships. 
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Congratulations to the YSS Empowerment, Advocacy and       

Leadership Academy graduating class of 2019! 

https://www.nyla.org/max/4DCGI/cms/review.html?Action=CMS_Document&DocID=2484&MenuKey=yss.
https://www.nyla.org/max/4DCGI/cms/review.html?Action=CMS_Document&DocID=921&MenuKey=yss
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NYLA 2019 Conference Preview 

The Ann Gibson Scholarship Reception will be held Wednesday, 
November 13, from 8:00 – 11:00 PM at Jacob & Anthony's 
American Grille, 38 High Rock Avenue (just steps from the 
conference!) Join us for a dessert reception to support the Ann 
Gibson Scholarship Fund. We will have raffles, free desserts, 
and a cash bar.  
 
Tickets are $15 in advance and $20 at the door. 
 
Conference sessions include: 

 
 YSS Membership meeting featuring author, George    

O‘Connor 
 Behavior Management in Early Literacy Programs         

presented by Catherine Brenner, Bethlehem Public     
Library 

 Yoga & Books & Kids, Oh my! Presented by Leslie 
Boedicker, Parma Public Library 

 Summer Reading: The True Impact presented by Lisa    
Neuman, Albany Public Library; Juliette Price, The       
Albany Promise; Scott Jarzombek, Albany Public Library 

 EcoLiteracy Foster Librarian & Environmental Educator   
Collaborations presented by Frederick Stoss, SUNY       
University at Buffalo 

 YSS Table Talks include: Affordable and Unique       
Programming for ages 2 – 12, Creating Successful 
Tween Programs Together, A(ddiction) to Z(its): Health 
Information for Teens,  Homeschool Science on a Budget!, Did you say Food in the          
Library?!!, Pied Piper Award Winner Krystina Dippel, and Summer Reading 2020 Crafts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

George O’Connor author of the   
Olympians Graphic Novel Series 
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Empire State Award Winner 
 
The Youth Services Section (YSS) of the New York Library 
Association (NYLA) is thrilled to announce that the winner of 
the 2019 Empire State Award for Excellence in Literature for 
Young People is Bryan Collier. Mr. Collier will be honored at 
a luncheon on Friday, November 15, 2019 during the       
Association‘s annual conference in Saratoga Springs, New 
York. 
 
Mr. Collier, who lives in the Hudson Valley, is a passionate 
advocate for the arts. After graduating with honors from the 
Pratt Institute, he was the program director for Harlem   
Hospital Center and Harlem Horizon Studio for twelve 
years; this program, which provides workspace and        
materials for young artists, celebrates the therapeutic and 
emotional value of art.  
 
Mr. Collier‘s own artistic talents have created some of the 
most memorable images in children‘s books. His unique 
style, which melds collage and watercolor, is unforgettable 
and has garnered him dozens of awards over his storied career. He is a four-time Caldecott 
Honor Award recipient, for his work on Martin’s Big Words, Rosa, Dave the Potter: Artist, Poet 
Slave, and Trombone Shorty. He has won the Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award six times, 
for Uptown, Rosa, Dave the Potter: Artist, Poet, Slave, I, Too, Am America, Knock, Knock: My 
Dad’s Dream For Me, and Trombone Shorty, and, further, was the recipient of three Coretta 
Scott King Illustrator Honors.  
 
First awarded in 1990, the Empire State Award is given to an author and/or illustrator         
currently residing in New York State to honor a significant body of work in the field of literature 
for young people. Past recipients of this award include Maurice Sendak, Madeleine L‘Engle,   
Jerry Pinkney, Linda Sue Park, Laurie Halse Anderson, Jacqueline Woodson, Vivian Vande 
Velde, Steve Sheinkin, James Howe, and last year‘s honoree, Ann M. Martin.  Mr. Collier‘s 
stunning illustrations have made their mark in the world of children‘s literature and the Empire 
State Award committee is pleased to have the chance to celebrate his storied career and add 
his name to this distinguished list. 
 
Mallory Marinaro  
ESA Committee Chair 
 

Seeking 2021 Empire State Award Nominations 
 
Any member of the Youth Services Section is eligible to submit a nomination 
to the ESA Committee Chair. The ESA Committee is currently accepting    
nominations for the 2021 Empire State Award. Please send your nominations 
for the 2021 Empire State Award to ESA Committee Member Alexandria 
Abenshon by December 1, 2019. You may also submit nominations online at: 
surveymonkey.com/r/NYLA-YSS-ESA 

surveymonkey.com/r/NYLA-YSS-ESA
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YSS Board Elections 

There are two positions in the YSS Board that will be filled in the 2019 election – 1st Vice   
President/President-Elect and Secretary. Please take a few moments to read the candidate 
profiles on the following pages so that you can get to know each of the candidates a little    
better.  
 
Candidate for YSS 1st Vice President/President-Elect: 
Jennifer Burke (running unopposed)  
 
Present Position:  
Children‘s Librarian at Community Library of DeWitt &      
Jamesville, DeWitt, NY, 2008 - present 
 
Education:  
University at Albany, SUNY, Albany, NY / M.S. in Information 
Science, Library and Information Services, 2008 
Wells College, Aurora, NY / B.A. in English Literature, 2001 
 
Professional Activities and Affiliations:  
Director, 2015-2018, Youth Services Section of New York      
Library Association 
South Asia Book Award, Committee Member 2011-present, 
Chair 2015, South Asia National Outreach Consortium 
Empire State Award, Committee Member 2011-2012, Chair 
2013, Youth Services Section of New York Library Association 
Member, New York Library Association (NYLA), 2006 - present 
Member, Youth Services Section of NYLA, 2008 – present 
Member, Public Libraries Section of NYLA, 2014 - present 
Member, Pop Culture Roundtable of NYLA, 2018 - present 
 
Position Statement:  
Is there a better job than working in Youth Services at a public library? It‘s very rewarding 
connecting children with books, teaching early literacy skills to parents in storytime, and    
making connections within the communities we serve. Oh, and planning and presenting     
awesome programs is pretty sweet, too! In my career, I am always striving to learn more, and 
I love networking with fellow library colleagues and getting new ideas, and YSS has helped me 
tremendously! 
 
During my career, I‘ve been involved in YSS in many capacities - presenting Table Talks,   
serving on a committee, and most recently, serving on the YSS Board, which I really enjoyed! 
As the 1st Vice-President/President-Elect, I would bring my creativity and commitment for our 
profession to foster the sharing of ideas among our members that increase programming and 
services to children and teens. I‘d also work on offering professional development                 
opportunities, and advocating for our members in our ever-changing field of work.  
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Candidate for YSS Secretary:  
Rosemary Kiladitis 
 
Present Position:  
Assistant Community Manager at Queens Library‘s      
Queensboro Hill Community Library 
 
Prior Professional Experience: 
2014-2018 Children‘s Services Librarian, Queens Library  
2014-2015 Librarian Consultant, Books for Kids Foundation, 
New York, NY 
 
Education:  
Master of Library and Information Science from San Jose 
State University, San Jose, CA- 2013  
BA, Communication Arts and Sciences, Queens College, 
Flushing, NY 
 
Professional Activities and Affiliations:  
Member, ALA, 2010- present 
Member, ALSC, 2010- present 
ALSC Everyday Advocacy Participant, 2016-2018 
Panelist, ―Let‘s Get Graphic‖, NYLA Annual 2017 
Panelist, ―Building Relationships with Authors and Publishers Through Blogging‖, KidLitCon, 
2017 
ALSC Blogger, ALA Midwinter, 2017 
Member, NYLA, 2010-2011, 2017-present 
NYLA Pop Culture Round Table, 2017-present 
NYLA YSS, 2017-present 
ALA GAMERT, 2016 
ALA GAMERT Eisner Growth Grant Juror, 2016 
Panelist, ―The Image of Librarians and the Librarian‘s Image‖, Long Island PopCon, 2015 
Secretary, ALA Student Chapter (ALASC), San Jose State University, 2011-2013 
CYBILS Awards Judge, 2011-2012, 2014, 2016-2018 
Reviewer/Blogger, MomReadIt Blog, 2011-present 
 
Position Statement:  
I am interested in running for the NYLA Youth Services Section secretarial seat. I have been a 
children‘s librarian both at Queens Library and Books for Kids, a nonprofit organization that   
uses corporate fundraising to put libraries in daycares and preschools in underserved       
neighborhoods, since 2014. I previously had a career in publishing. I believe that early     
childhood literacy and making literacy available to all is a critical part of success in life and the 
overall betterment of society.  
 
My passion for literacy, advocacy, and the right to read leads me to want to do more. Being 
part of the Youth Services Section will allow me to be more involved and help make others 
aware of how to get involved, how to increase awareness and understanding, and how to 
make learning accessible and enjoyable for kids, families, and educators.   
I have held a secretarial position with the San Jose State University Student ALA Council in the 
past, keep meticulous notes, and am always available via e-mail, text, and social media.  I  
appreciate the opportunity to be your next YSS Secretary.  
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Candidate for YSS Secretary:  
Ashley Bressingham 
 

Present Position:  
Librarian I, Youth Services Librarian at the White Plains 
Public Library 
 
Prior Professional Experience: 
Children‘s Librarian (Senior Librarian I) at Brooklyn Public 
Library  
 
Education:  
MLS, Queens College, Queens, NY (Certificate in Children‘s 
and Young Adult Services in the Public Library), 2016 
BA in English & Communications, Pace University,        
Pleasantville, NY, 2012 
 
Professional Activities and Affiliations:  
Member, ALA/ALSC/NMRT/PLA/YALSA, 2015-present 
Member, METRO, 2015-present 
Member, NYLA/PCRT/YSS, 2015- present 
Panelist, ―The Evolution of the Superhero: Heroines as Superheroes‖, Long Island Libraries and 
Pop Culture Conference 2016 
President of QC LISSA- Queens College Graduate School of Library and Information Science 
Student Association. 2015-2016 
 
Position Statement:  
It would be a wonderful professional development opportunity to be elected as secretary for 
the Youth Services Section of the New York Library Association.  In this position, I am          
interested in contributing to the growth of the profession by growing and sharing ideas with 
colleagues from around the state.   
 
While I obtained my Master of Library Science at Queens College, I was President of QC LISSA, 
the Queens College Library and Information Science Student Association.  I am interested in 
bringing my attention to detail, organization, and time management skills to the secretary    
position.  I have worked in many libraries in different positions and I would like to give back to 
the profession by serving as your secretary.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Now that you’ve studied up on the candidates… Don’t forget to vote!  
 
Login and cast your ballot between June 15th—July 15th. 
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YSS Member Profile: Melissa Victoria 
 
When not in school, work, or with your family, 
what do you like to do? What do you wish you 
could do?   
Most of my time outside of work is spent on school 
work but when I do have some downtime, I enjoy    
going to the movies. Nothing beats watching films on 
the big screen. I would love to travel more frequently 
but I did get a chance to visit Montreal for the first time 
last month. It‘s been on my wish list for many years.  
 
Which library are you employed with and in what         
department?  
I am currently a Library Assistant in the Teen Services 
Department at the Ossining Public Library.  
 
Where do you attend grad school?   
I am currently a library school student at University at 
Albany, SUNY in their Information Science School      
Library (ISSL) program.  I attend school part-time and 
100% online (just completed my second semester) and 
when I graduate, I will be eligible for my public librari-
an license as well as NYS Library Media Specialist certi-
fication.  
 
How has NYLA YSS supported your education and/or work as a professional? 
I had the opportunity to attend my first NYLA conference this past November and the          
experience helped me to solidify my professional goals. I was wavering as to whether to     
pursue a school librarian certification in addition to my public librarian license and having the 
opportunity to talk to other youth librarians at the conference, as well as the workshops I      
attended that were sponsored by YSS, gave me a sense of what I wanted to do professionally 
upon graduation. Specifically being able to increase my opportunities in how and where I could 
work with children and teens.   
 
What has been your favorite library program to lead this year? What are you excited 
to offer for the summer?  
This past fall, I ran a weekly cooking program for teens where we cooked recipes inspired by 
books. Specifically, fantasy, science fiction, and graphic novels that have a fan base. We called 
it the "Geeky Chef" Cooking Club, as the recipes were inspired by those found in Cassandra 
Reeder's cookbook. We made Harry Potter Butterbeer, Percy Jackson Blue Chocolate Chip 
Cookies and Peeta's Cheese Buns from The Hunger Games. The teens really seemed to enjoy 
making (and eating!) the food items and hopefully were inspired to read the novels the recipes 
were based on.   
 
This summer, in collaboration with the Arch for Kids organization and a grant from            
ArtsWestchester, we will be running a week long ChairMasters Studio for teens. Arch for kids 
promotes hands on education in architecture, engineering and design and this STEM-based 
studio project will give the teens the opportunity to design and build their own functional 
chairs and display them in our gallery space.  
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What are you reading now? And, will you finish it?  
I am currently reading The Moon Within by Aida Salazar and am just finishing up Bronxwood 
by Coe Booth. I plan on finishing both and hope to spend the summer continuing to go through 
my very long "To Be Read" list of YA and middle grade books.  
 
What's one goal you hope to accomplish or have accomplished for this year?   
This past year I accomplished my goal of starting library school and next year, I want to      
become more involved in my local professional organizations- Westchester Library Association 
(WLA) and NYLA.  
 
Chinasa Seyse 
2nd Vice President 
 
Yak Tracks 
 
Yancey has been on the move since our last issue. In April, he went with Past President and 
current 1st year Director Chrissie Morrison‘s family to the Grand Canyon. 
 

 

Yancey doing a 
#VacationHandstand with     
gymnast Kiley Morrison  

 
Yancey getting ready to tour the South Rim of 
the Grand Canyon National Park  


